


Schedule at a Glance

Entertainment, 12:30-8 p.m.
By Austin Babtist Women, DJ Cameron Kelly, Krewe of Divas, 
Melomania, Michigan Avenue, Pate’ Salzeta and 9 Volt, TomPlay 
and Violet Lotus Studios

Resource Fair, 1-7 p.m. 
Involving more than 70 community groups and businesses

Grand Marshal Recognition, 
4:00 p.m.
Honoring an outstanding community leader

Relationship Blessing and Marriage 
Equality Celebration, 4:00 p.m.
Like no other, including gathering of recently married (or legally 
recognized) couples

Also Much More
Including food, fun, cash bar, HIV testing, kids’ play area, the Pride 
March

Thanks also to Carlos Perez (aka Miranda Mann) for excellent 
work and brilliant turnarounds on designing the program and a 
variety of event posters for us throughout the year!

.

Scan for your chance to win a 
door prize!

BR Pride team 
communications 

equipment generously 
provided by:  



Welcome to the 11th BATON ROUGE PRIDE FEST
For more than 10 years, I’ve been fortunate to be a 
part of an amazing team that works all year to bring you the 
Baton Rouge Pride festival. Each of those years I’ve been more 
and more proud of what Baton Rouge has accomplished and 
the many ways we are finding to embrace and celebrate our 
pride, as well as to work toward a better sense of unity in our 
commUNITY.

This year I’m even more proud to be turning this 
amazing event over to an even more energetic and capable 
leadership team, its new co-chairs Chris Bradford and John 
Deshotel, Jr. Backed by the diligent work of all the other team 
members and volunteers, I know they are going to continue to 
make you proud for many years to come.

There is so much for all of us to be proud of again this year:
•	 We once again have a great space for our indoor, family 
friendly celebration in the Raising Cane’s River Center Arena.
•	 Our BR Pride planning team and scores of other volunteers 
work hard for you year after year to offer bigger and better 
events. Join me in thanking all of them!
•	 Our generous sponsors step up every year and make all this 
possible. They are the ones who keep admission free for you 
and help us to offer more and more each year. Be sure to thank 
them!
•	 Mayor Sharon Weston Broome continued the tradition of 
proclaiming Baton Rouge Pride Day in honor of our June 17, 
2017, celebration. 
•	 Our entertainers get more generous and more numerous 
every year. Thanks to all of them for being here today.
•	 Our partners in Capital City Alliance have not only 
organized a Pride March from the state Capitol to end here this 
afternoon but also have done an admirable job of memorializing 
lives lost last year at Pulse Nightclub in Orlando.
•	 Finally, we’re getting to recognize another great community 
leader as our honorary grand marshal. Say congratulations 
to John Deshotel, Jr. for his commitment to serving our 
community! 

Those are just a few of the things we have to be proud of 
and thankful for. It’s been a great year, and all of us on the Baton 
Rouge Pride team are happy to celebrate the 11th edition of the 
BR Pride festival with you. We also are excited about its future. If 
you’ve enjoyed what you’ve experienced today, tell your friends 
and invite them to join you here before the day is out! 

Even more, consider joining the BR Pride team and 
helping to make sure all this happens again next year and the 
year after that and the year after that… It takes a lot of work to 
make this event happen, and you can help with that! Everyone 
is welcome to join the team as we work to build a sense of 
commUNITY in our area and to make it an even better place to 
live. 

–Tom Merrill, Chairman Emeritus, Baton Rouge Pride Inc.

Tell us what you thought by taking our 
online survey at www.brpride.org/survey17

Join the Baton Rouge Pride team! It takes an army of team 
members and volunteers, like these from 2016, to put on Baton 

Rouge Pride each year.

Baton Rouge Pride Fest 2017
Planning Team and Partners

Our Team:
Chris Bradford
Rick Cain
Vicki Davis
John Deshotel, Jr.
Timothy Dykes
Angela Longstreet
Cody Mack
Tom Merrill
Rev. Keith Mozingo
Kayla Mulford
Carlos Perez (Miranda Mann)
Cooper Robinson

Daniel Schroeder
Dewey Senecal, IV
Koko Sims
Mike Smith
Morris Welch
Bobbi Crouch

Our Partners:
Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge

Krewe of Apollo
Capital City Alliance

Krewe of Divas
And Others





New mayor proclaims ‘Pride Day’
Baton Rouge/East Baton Rouge Parish Mayor-President Sharon Weston 
Broome, who is in her first few months in office, continued the tradition of 
proclaiming Baton Rouge Pride Day in the city-parish.
The proclamation of June 17, 2017, as “Baton Rouge Pride Day” is a first for 
Mayor Broome, although Mayor-President Melvin “Kip” Holden had taken 
such actions for several years. Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards also 
issued such a proclamation last year in honor of the 10th anniversary edition 
of the Baton Rouge Pride Festival.
Mayor Broome’s proclamation, which can be seen at right, reads: “Whereas, 
Baton Rouge is a city composed of a great variety of diverse people, and 
whereas, Baton Rouge recognizes the inherent worth and dignity of every 
person, and whereas, the Baton Rouge Pride Festival is celebrating and 
promoting unity to the community, now, therefore, be it resoved, Sharon 
Weston Broome, Mayor-President of the City of Baton Rouge and the Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, does hereby recognize June 17, 2017, as Baton Rouge 
Pride Day.”

The proclamation, at right, signed by Mayor Sharon Weston Broome, 
honors our festival by declaring June 17, 2017, as Baton Rouge Pride 
Day.

2017 Baton Rouge Pride Fest Resource Fair Participants
•	 Acadiana Pride
•	 AHF
•	 Allstate: Paul Scaffidi Insurance Agency
•	 Aspire Medical Training Academy
•	 Aveda Institute
•	 Baby Love’s Soaps
•	 Bath Fitter
•	 BRAS
•	 Capital City Alliance
•	 Cenla Pride
•	 Cindie’s
•	 Cox
•	 Crescent Care Legal Services
•	 Divas and Diamonds
•	 Dow
•	 Empower BR
•	 Family Services of Greater Baton Rouge
•	 Financial Education Services
•	 First Liberty Church
•	 Forum for Equality
•	 Freedom of Choice
•	 FYRELight
•	 Gilead No. 2 - ION Marketing Group LLC   
 (on behalf of Gilead)
•	 Gilead Sciences Inc.
•	 HAART - HIV/AIDS Alliance Region Two
•	 HIV Treatment Works

•	 Iris Domestic Violence Center
•	 J Daniel Photography63
•	 Kargoyles
•	 La. Public Health Institute / Smoke Free   
 EBR 
•	 LaFASA
•	 Lance Daggs
•	 LGBT+ Archives Project of Louisiana
•	 Lineage Law LLC
•	 Lisa Curley, LPC
•	 Louisiana Spirit
•	 Metropolitan Community Church of   
 Baton Rouge
•	 Metropolitan Community Church of   
 New Orleans
•	 Mystic Krewe of Apollo Baton Rouge
•	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus
•	 New Orleans Pride
•	 New York Life Insurance Co.
•	 Ochsner Health System
•	 Open Health Care Clinic
•	 PFLAG Baton Rouge
•	 Pride 1
•	 Progressive Social Network of Baton Rouge
•	 Rainbow Expressions
•	 Rainbow Network
•	 Rainbow Radio

•	 Rainbow Sales and Service 
•	 Red Stick Roller Derby
•	 Renegade Bears of Louisiana
•	 Sage Outpatient Services 
•	 Southeast Louisiana Veterans Health Care   
 System
•	 Southwest Louisiana Area Health   
 Education Center
•	 Spectrum LSU
•	 SPUNK Lube
•	 The Change Project
•	 The Garage Men’s Clothing Store
•	 The Glass Closet
•	 The Pro Gap
•	 The Smile Generation (Acadian    
 Modern Dentistry)
•	 Tyler & Possa
•	 Unitarian Church of Baton Rouge
•	 Violet Lotus Studio
•	 VIP Magazine
•	 Visit Baton Rouge
•	 Volunteers of America HIV/AIDS
•	 Younique
•	 Youth Oasis: Diversity House



2017 Honorary Grand Marshal Overwhelmingly Recognized

The Baton Rouge Pride 
team unanimously 
selected community 
leader John Deshotel, Jr. 
to serve as the honorary 
grand marshal of the 
2017 Baton Rouge Pride 
festival.
Deshotel, who has served 
in leadership roles for the 
Krewe of Apollo Baton 
Rouge and the Baton 
Rouge Pride team for 
many years, is known 
as a friend to many in 
the community. “He’s a 
tremendous asset to any 
organization he joins,” said Chris Bradford, co-chair of 
the Baton Rouge Pride team.
Deshotel joins a distinguished list of grand marshals of 
Baton Rouge Pride, which began recognizing community 
leaders as honorary grand marshals for the third year of 
its celebration in 2009. A native a Baton Rouge, a graduate 
of Southeastern Louisiana University, and a nurse by 
profession, one of Deshotel’s interests in his spare time 
is cake decorating. As a result, he has been responsible 
for the elaborate creations displayed for the blessing of 
relationships at BR Pride since 2011.
Deshotel has served eight years on the BR Pride team, most 
of those as its vice chairman. In addition, his involvement 
in the Krewe of Apollo Baton Rouge also includes an 
impressive record of leadership – serving two terms as 
its president, twice as its bal masque captain, its king in 
2012-13, and multiple times as a board member, officer or 
bal lieutenant. He also has been recognized with a variety 
of honors including being named the 2016 recipient 
of “The One Award” from Pride 1 for his “outstanding 
accomplishments and commitments to better the lives 
of the Baton Rouge LGBT community.” He also has been 
inducted into the Apollo Hall of Fame, recognized twice 
by other Apollo president’s with the Hal S. Philips, Jr. 
Memorial President’s Award for service to the Krewe of 
Apollo Baton Rouge; awarded the Apollo Truman May 
Memorial Captain’s Award twice, and honored with 
Apollo’s Founder’s Brotherhood Award.

 

John Deshotel (center) visiting with two of the 
Austin Babtist Women at 2016 BR Pride

John Deshotel speaking as Krewe president during Apollo ball.

2016 – Kayla Mulford
2015 – Rev. Keith Mozingo and Whitney Vann
2014 – Cami Miller and Joe Traigle
2013 – Jody Huckaby and Carol Frazier
2012 – Daphne MuShatt
2011 – Trixxie LaRue (James Chinn)
2010 – Larry Fremin
2009 – Richard Dykes

Scan for your chance to win a door 
prize!

John Deshotel with   of his creations for 
2015 Baton Rouge Pride. 



Complete Schedule

On the ‘Rainbow Stage’

Brought to you by our 
Red Stripe sponsor 
Cox… and many more 
generous sponsors  

12:30 p.m. DJ Cameron Kelly
1:00 p.m. Welcome / Opening Announcements
1:15 p.m. Melomania
2:00 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes
2:10 p.m. Violet Lotus
2:15 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes
2:30 p.m. TomPlay
3:15 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes
3:30 p.m. Krewe of Divas
4:00 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes
  Recognition of Grand Marshal 
  Blessing of Relationships
  Presentation of Cake
  Announcements/Door Prizes
4:30 p.m. Pate Salzeta with 9 Volt
5:15 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes 
5:30 p.m. Austin Babtist Women
6:30 p.m. Announcements/Door Prizes 
6:45 p.m. Michigan Avenue
7:30 p.m. Krewe of Divas
8:00 p.m.  Thanks / Final Announcements

Around the Arena
1-7 p.m. Resource Fair
1-7 p.m. Children’s Gathering and Play Area
1-8 p.m. Welcome Center (Riverside Lobby)
1-8 p.m. Concessions and Cash Bar
1-7 p.m. Art Show (Meeting Rooms)

Tell us what you thought by 
taking our online survey at 

www.brpride.org/survey17







































Blue Stripe Sponsor ($250) 



Red Stripe Sponsor ($10,000 or more) 

Orange Stripe Sponsor ($2,500) 

Yellow Stripe Sponsor ($1,000) 

Green Stripe Sponsor ($500) 

Blue Stripe Sponsor ($250) 

Purple Stripe Sponsor (Other Amounts) 

SPONSORS 2017

Adam Symbroski & Carle Angeele Paris Parker Salons and Spas Christopher Bradford

Aspire Training Academy
Rainbow Radio

Coyote Moon Crystals & Gifts
Coca-Cola Bottling Company Unlimited

Bobbi Wisekal




